FALL AND DEATH OF ROBESPIERRE
daughter, and a poor little seamstress, a child of barely
sixteen, who when placed upon the plank of the guillo-
tine is reported to have asked the executioner: "Do I
hold my head right, monsieur?* Stories were circulated
about Robespierre having been a regular visitor at
Saint-Amaranthe's gambling house in the Palais-Royal,
and desiring her death because he had had the impru-
dence, while under the influence of drink, of communi-
cating State secrets to her; and of Saint-Just being in
love with her beautiful daughter. Both stories were false,
as was also the story that Cecile Renault had been
Robespierre's mistress and that he had her guillotined
because he got tired of her; but they served their pur-
pose almost as well as if they had been true.
Most of the victims were undoubtedly guilty of
plotting against the Republic, and compared with the
toll exacted on similar occasions by modern revolu-
tionary governments their number appears moderate.
It is, however, admitted by most historians that the
committee's intention was not so much to protect the
National Assembly as to deal a blow to Robespierre's
popularity. It was not of the Convention or of Collot
d'Herbois—upon whom Ladmiral had finally emptied
his pistol—that the populace was thinking as the tum-
brils with the red-shirted sacrifice trundled down the
streets of the city, but of Robespierre.
There is no record of any protest made by Maximilien
against the execution, but the reader may safely take it
for granted that he did protest. Self-interest, if no nobler
sentiment, would have evoked a protest from him.
But his colleagues on the "Great" Committee, not
loath to see his popularity diminish, undoubtedly told
him that it was not a question of avenging him, but of
protecting the Assembly.
Men have lost their popularity, have been feared and

